
RICE Ritchie Percy 

 

 Deck Hand : Royal Naval Reserve : H. M. Drifter "Jean."  

Age: 33 Date of Death: 17/10/1917  

Service No: 3458SD  

Additional information: Son of George and Emma Rice, of West St., Tollesbury, Essex. He is shown in the 1901 

census as aged 16 born & living in Tollesbury working as a mariner.  Lieutenant John Philip Allix,  from Jersey, 

also serving on the same vessel, was killed at the same time. The vessel  

hit a mine  

 Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: 

26. Memorial: CHATHAM NAVAL MEMORIAL 

After the First World War, an appropriate way had to be found of 

commemorating those members of the Royal Navy who had no known 

grave, the majority of deaths having occurred at sea where no 

permanent memorial could be provided. An Admiralty committee 

recommended that the three manning ports in Great Britain - Chatham, 

Plymouth and Portsmouth - should each have an identical memorial of 

unmistakable naval form, an obelisk, which would serve as a leading 

mark for shipping. The memorials were designed by Sir Robert 

Lorimer, who had already carried out a considerable amount of work for 

the Commission, with sculpture by Henry Poole. After the Second 

World War it was decided that the naval memorials should be extended 

to provide space for commemorating the naval dead without graves of 

that war, but since the three sites were dissimilar, a different 

architectural treatment was required for each. The architect for the 

Second World War extension at Chatham was Sir Edward Maufe (who 

also designed the Air Forces memorial at Runnymede) and the 

additional sculpture was by Charles Wheeler and William McMillan. 

Chatham Naval Memorial commemorates 8,514 sailors of the First World War and 10,098 of the Second World 

War. No. of Identified Casualties: 18613 

His name is recorded on the Roll of Honour at Saint Mary's Tollesbury            Last updated  25/01/2008  

 

Saint Mary's Tollesbury 

 


